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That shortly after the duty of considering the memori-
J above mentioned was imposed upon them, they procee-
ted to the city of Baltimore, for the purpose of making
hose enquiries which they deemed to be nccessary o a
ull understanding of the subject under examination.—
Finding that they could not finish the task at that city,
within the time they contemplated, they proposed ritten
interrogatorics to many of ihe Mechanies, Merchants and
Directors. 'To these enquiries they have reccived an-
swers since their retarn.

The majority of the comimittee are of opinion that the
dfect of the present management of the Fenitentiary la-
bour, is injurious to. the Mechanies, into competition
sith whose manuficturcs it comes.  But they are not pre-

|
lpared to recommend a change in the use made of labour

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of .
andry citizens of Baltimore, complaining of the effects
of Penitentiary labour, upon the Mechanies of that city,

- |

in that institution, until an experiment shall have becn
nade by the manufacture, on a small seale, of other
aticles than those now made, nor untii the effect of ancw
srganization of the government of tlic fastitution is pro-
ared. ‘I'he experiment can be made at little or no cost
bihe State, and we may thus ascertain whether some of
e articles now manufactured by power loom cannot be
pofitably made by the use of convict labour.
The weavers pa: tieularly complain. They are a highly
weful manufacturing class of the community, and it is
but right, whatever may be our opinion of the grievance
B onplained of, that an experiment should be made, and

that the labotir of convicts should be so employed as st
ipape{to sustain them, and not leave in any ihe belief that
Wit interferes with our ingenious and enterprising Me-




